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September 18, 2013 

  

To: Superintendents, Curriculum Directors, and Principals 

From: Rob Saxton 

Re: HB 2220 Clarification 

  

I am writing to you today in the hope that I can clear up misconceptions that might exist regarding the 

implementation of HB 2220.  In the conversations I have had with many educators over the past few 

weeks, and from reading a variety of newspaper articles and other information sent to the public, it is 

obvious that there is considerable confusion about what the law does or does not do and/or require from 

school districts.  I hope this communication will provide a more clear explanation that will give districts 

the information they need to implement this law in a manner consistent with its intent.  

  

Please know that we are attempting to meet the spirit of the law, while also providing districts with as 

much flexibility to implement as possible.   

  

HB 2220 requires schools to do two things: 

  

1. At least one time each year, provide parents with a report indicating their student’s achievement 

measured against Oregon State standards at the student’s grade level. 

  

2. The above mentioned grade must be based solely on the student’s academic performance and 

cannot be influenced by student behavior.  

  

Much of the confusion around HB 2220 stems from the various efforts to define behavior. ODE is not 

interested in trying to define behavior for schools in relation to this law.  This is an area where individual 

school districts have the flexibility to determine what is considered behavior and how it might be 

reported. 

  

We have heard educators say homework, late work, extra credit, respect, participation, and the like are 

behavior and therefore cannot be included in grading.  At no point does the law say such a thing. In fact, 

nothing about the law indicates that school districts need to change anything about how student grades are 

currently calculated.  It simply says districts must do what is specified in 1 and 2 above.  In other words, 

the final grade that appears on a student’s transcript can still include any criteria the district deems 

appropriate, including a combined academic and behavioral grade as per current practice.  

  

This new, annual report should give parents and students a clearer picture of what students know and can 

do compared to the Oregon Standards. The report should also provide a better understanding of how a 

student might do on the SAT, ACT, or on college course placement exams when compared to some of the 

grading practices of the past.   

  

At the very least, our hope is that HB 2220 has stimulated conversations in your district and real debate 

about what should be included in grades. Hopefully, it has provided staff with an opportunity to reach 

agreements about grading and improve both the approach and consistency in grading within your district 

and your schools. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Rob 


